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While I am handing out congratulations, big congratulations go out to those RHGC members that
competed in and won the 2024 Community Championship for golf in their respected divisions. The
Women’s champion was Soonhae Kim, the Men’s champion was Maaz Bin Saad, and the Mixed
team champions were Les Hertlein, Sue Hertlein, Steve Farley, and James Platt.

March also has RHGC’s second social golf event of the year. St. Paddy’s night golf is always a fun
event. Anyone that has never golfed on a pitch black course using glow-in-the-dark golf balls is in
for a treat. Plus, add in some great food and you have one really good time. Please see page 7 for
more information.

As the holy month of Ramadan approaches, I am very happy to announce that the course will be
open an hour later during Ramadan to allow RHGC’s Muslim members a greater opportunity to golf
early in the morning and after sunset. Starting on March 11th – through April 8th, RHGC will have
the below tee times:

Sundays: 4:00pm – 10:00pm
Monday through Saturday: 5:30am - 10:00pm

The intent is to keep the Proshop “AS IS” during Ramadan:
Sunday : Closed
Monday - Thursday : 11am to 6 pm
Friday and Saturday : 6am to 12 pm

See you on the course,
Bruce Waldner, President

To begin with, congratulations to Taib Abang, Captain of Team ROW, for winning
the 2024 Ryder Cup. Thanks to Jeff Meisner for being Captain of Team
USA/Canada and for all the hours that he and Taib spent organizing their teams.
More about the Ryder Cup can be found on page 3.

https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.arabiangolf.net/
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RHGC qualifying event took place on February 3, 2024 at Rolling Hills Golf Course in Dhahran.
The qualifiers are moving on to Saudi Arabia Qualifier for the Race to Georgia that will be held at
the Riyadh Golf Club on Saturday, March 9, 2024.  The winners of this qualifier will win an all-
expenses trip to the World Final of the Race to Georgia to be held during The Masters week.

 

Congratulations and good luck to the winners!
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https://www.arabiangolf.net/


March  2024 | Volume 9, Issue 3

Page 3

Congratulations to Team ROW for a hard fought victory bringing home the cup for a third
year in a row! At the end Day 1, there was only one point separating the teams after
Team Canada/USA fought back from being four down in the morning to win the afternoon
session. However, it was always going to be an uphill battle for Team Canada/USA to
overcome the stroke advantage Team ROW took into the singles. The final score was
Team ROW = 46.5 to Team Canada/USA =38.5.
 
Well done to everyone that participated to represent their team in one of the best
formats golf has to offer, it’s no wonder even the pros see it as an honor and a privilege
to be selected to play in these types of events. Special thanks goes out to Jeff Meisner
and Taib Bang for Captaining the teams. Everyone we spoke to really enjoyed their
competition (win, lose or tie), so it was great to see such sportsmanship and camaraderie
on display.

https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.arabiangolf.net/
https://rhgc-rollinghillsgolfclubregistration.golfgenius.com/pages/10142506050394292006
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The 2023 Valentine’s Day Event, “Romance with a Twist” was a fantastic evening of
fun, golf, excellent food and most importantly, full of love (and chocolate).  Set against
a backdrop of a pastel Saudi sunset, the evening began with a two and four person Golf
Scramble Tournament, with chocolates and flowers awaiting the winners.  After
conclusion of play, a beautifully presented 3-course meal was served in style.  
Highlights included seafood bisque and Rocco salad; choices of chicken, pasta or filet
mignon; and tasty desserts including a chocolate fountain.   The evening ended with
the prize-giving ceremony. Congratulations to 1st Place Couple: Christy & Hayden
Ponsford and 2nd Place: Silvia & JP Scallon.  1st Place Foursome went to the team of
Danae & Alex Hollander and Lisa & Gary Collins.  Finally, congratulations to Vicki &
David Bedford, who swept the “Best Dressed” vote in a landslide.  
 
Stay tuned for more fun RHGC Social Events coming in 2024, including St. Paddy’s Day
Night Golf, Cinco De Mayo, and of course the RHGC Signature Golf Ball. 

Romance
with a Twist
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Race to Hills - Top 10 February Update

https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.arabiangolf.net/
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The weather has been perfect for golf! Our skills clinics and Nine & Dine are well
attended, but there's room for more! Please join us! If you're interested in getting
involved with ladies' golf, contact rhgcladiesdirector@gmail.com to be added to
the WhatsApp chat and keep an eye out for email invites for the Tuesday Morning
Ladies League (TMLL) and the evening Nine & Dine each month.

We hope to see you on the course!
Peggy and Tamara
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DINE

https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.arabiangolf.net/
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Upcomings Events
Click on the picture to link to registration details

2024 St. Patrick’s Day
Scramble -- “Feelin’ Lucky?”

March 14, 2024
Join the festive fun with a 9-hole, four person scramble, 

glow-in-the-dark golf balls, dinner and prizes. Dinner will be
provided with the “Feelin’ Lucky” Prize ceremony for:
1st and 2nd Place 4-Person Scramble
1st Place Best-Dressed 4-Some
1st Place best decorated golf cart
Cost is 75 SAR per person, payable at the ProShop.

Limited to first 72 players.

Registration closes March 12th

Monthly Medal 
March 1st

Registration closes
Feb 26

Register now at
golfgenius.com 

RHGCRHGCRHGC

 Monthly Medal 
April 20th

Registration closes
April 16th

Register now at
golfgenius.com 

RHGCRHGCRHGC

https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.arabiangolf.net/
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/10282008896008650456
https://rhgc-rollinghillsgolfclubregistration.golfgenius.com/pages/10282019370125262559
https://rhgc-rollinghillsgolfclubregistration.golfgenius.com/pages/10282019370125262559
https://rhgc-rollinghillsgolfclubregistration.golfgenius.com/pages/10282019370125262559
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March 2nd & 
April 6th
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https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.arabiangolf.net/
mailto:rhgcjuniorgolf@gmail.com
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https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.arabiangolf.net/
mailto:opensecretary@awaligolfclub.com
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Registration closes April 23rd

https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.arabiangolf.net/
https://www.golfgenius.com/users/18750972
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Registration closes April 2nd
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https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.arabiangolf.net/
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Registration closes May 6th

https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.arabiangolf.net/
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Spring Renovations

“The annual spring renovations of the golf course will take place during the month of March, as a result:
 

The Back 9 will be closed from March 10th to 13th (Sunday to Wednesday inclusively), and 
The Front 9 will be closed from March 17th-20th (Sunday to Wednesday inclusively).

 
A communication will be sent to all members to confirm the above closer to the time.”

During the two weeks the golf course is closed for the spring renovations the grounds team led by our
superintendent Jason Sexton, have be working very hard to execute some critical activities for the
betterment of the course, as explained by Jason below:

Turf Management and the control of thatch which is a layer of organic material that accumulates at the soil
surface. An excessive thatch layer has negative consequences resulting in the decrease of gas exchange in
the soil, impacting water infiltration into the soil that creates excessive moisture at the soil surface
promoting disease and scalping.

The main tools used to combat thatch are Verticutting and Core Aeration. These processes physically
removes the organic material that is from the thatch layer. The photos below from these renovations
illustrate just how much of this material was “choking out” the system.

Core aerification has the added benefit of relieving soil compaction created by golf carts, maintenance  
equipment and foot traffic. Compacted soil decreases gas exchange and water infiltration in the turf making
core aerification an essential part of the turf management process.

The frequency and timing of these practices is determined by soil type, turf type, amount of play, climate,
available equipment, budgets etc. Although this process can be disruptive, any inconvenience caused by
these practices greatly improve course conditioning and protects it from disease ensuring making any
inconvenience more than worth it.
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The RHGC board, in collaboration with the club professional Stuart Hurtsfield,  are pleased
to offer an exclusive 50% discount on golf  lessons to all  Roll ing Hil ls Golf  Club members.
Whether you are looking to refine your swing or perfect your putting skil ls,  these
discounted lessons provide a great chance to elevate your game. See below for the
discounted rates:
 
                                           Non-Member (SAR)     Member (SAR)
1 x 50 minutes Adult           200                               100
2 People Adult Lesson         300                               150
1 x 50 minutes Junior          150                               75
 This offer is available until  31 March 2023.

In addition to the discounted lessons, the RHGC club professional wil l  provide a free one-
hour teaching cl inic,  per month, covering subjects such as putting, chipping and bunker
play to members. Each cl inic wil l  include discussion as to rules,  etiquette and pace of play.
This month’s lesson will  take place on Sunday the 31st March 2024 6pm and will  cover
driving for long and straight shots; equipment check, address position and swing
technique, manipulating the ball,  keeping it  low .  Classes will  be l imited to 20 persons,
and there will  be a waiting l ist  i f  anyone drops out.  So, get that booked in early with the
Golf  Pro. Please keep an eye out for future dates in the monthly RHGC Newsletter.

To take advantage of these discounted golf  lessons and free one-hour teaching cl inic,  and
make the most of your membership benefits,  register at stuarthurstfield@gmail.com or
WhatsApp +44 775 337 1547, and include your RHGC membership number in the booking.

Ladies Roll Up Class
Every Thursday moring 9-10am for beginner and
intermediate golfers.  All equipemnt is supplied and
instruction covers all skills to get one out on the course.  
Cost is 90 SAR per person, per class with sign-up at the Pro
Shop.

Golf in a Week 
The next Golf in a Week class starts on Sunday, March 24.
Classes are from 7 - 8 pm and run for five consecutive days.
These group sessions are ideal for beginner and
intermediate golfers and covers all aspects of the game:
safety, rules, etiquette, and swing technique. All equipment
and range balls are supplied. The cost is 600   SAR. Sign up
at the ProShop.

Junior Tour School 
The Junior Tour School commences on Sunday, March 17
for ages 8+. It will run Sun - Thu from 6-7pm. The classes
cover rules, etiquette, and golf swing mechanics in a group
setting. All equipment and range balls are supplied. The
cost is 400 SAR. To register, please visit the ProShop.

Individual Lessons 
Individual lessons incorporating GASP video analysis can be
taken at times convenient to suit your schedule. Junior
pricing is 30 minutes/150 SAR and Adults is 50
minutes/200 SAR. Register at stuarthurstfield@gmail.com
or WhatsApp +44 775 337 1547. 
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Golf Club Repairs and re-gripping service available by contacting Stuart for details.

https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.arabiangolf.net/
mailto:stuarthurstfield@gmail.com

