
I aim to keep my message short this month.  I encourage you to grab a coffee and take a 
few minutes to read through the newsletter as there is a ton of important information that 
may apply to you and/or your family.   
  
Congratulations to Carter Bradford and Soonhae Kim for winning the RHGC Club Champi-
onship. Soonhae won in fine fashion setting a new Rolling Hills Golf Club course record 
from the red tees with a gross score of 80. Congratulations Soonhae!   
  
The next 2 months will be quite busy with SAIT, Turkey Shoot, Monthly Medal, and the 
Golf Ball along with Nominations, Elections, and the AGM meeting in December.    
 
Hit em’ straight 
-Ed Devlin 
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President’s Message 

From the Pro 

The next “Golf in a Week” class starts on November 18
th
. Classes are an hour each day beginning at 7:00 

pm and run for 5 consecutive days. Courses aimed at beginner and intermediate golfers. It  covers all as-
pects of the game: Safety, Rules, Etiquette, Swing Method, and an on course Texas scramble. All equip-
ment and range balls are supplied. The cost is 600 SAR. Please sign up in the Pro Shop. 

Stuart offers a ladies’ only class each Thursday morning from 9:00 -10:00. All equipment is supplied and 
there is free coffee on arrival. It is ideal for either the beginner or intermediate golfer as it covers all the skills 
to get one out on the course! The cost is 90 SAR per person per class. 

The Junior Tour School will return on Saturday November 3
rd

 and run each Saturday for 4 weeks. The clas-
ses are from 8:00am — 9:00. The schools will cover rules, etiquette, and golf swing mechanics. All equip-
ment and range balls are supplied.  The cost is 300SR. 

Individual Lessons can be taken any day at times convenient 
— check out the website for more information on lesson pric-
es www.arabiangolf.net.  

To register, you may contact Stuart at:  

stuart.hurstfield@aramco.com 

November 1st— Ladies’ Classes Continues 

November 3rd — Junior Tour School 

November 18th — Golf in a Week 

https://www.facebook.com/rhgcksa
https://www.twitter.com/rhgc_ksa
http://www.arabiangolf.net/
mailto:stuart.hurstfield@aramco.com?subject=Golf%20Lessons


53rd Annual SAIT 

The Rolling Hills Golf Club is pleased 
to announce the 53rd Anniversary of 
the Saudi Aramco Invitational Tourna-
ment, sponsored by the Saudi Aramco 
Golf Association (SAGA) and hosted 
by the Rolling Hills Golf Club of Dhah-
ran, Saudi Arabia.  This year’s tourna-
ment will take place on November 2nd 

& 3rd.   

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Tournament Information 

Ask Carl 

Bi-Monthly Medal 

We are having our Bi-Monthly Medal on 
November 10th. Shotgun starts at 7:00 
AM and 12:00 PM.  The format will be 
STROKE play. Shawarmas will also be 
available for you to purchase at lunch 
time so bring your cash and an appetite.  
Registration is now open via Tourna-
ment Manager. 

 

 

 

 

November 2
nd

 & 3
rd

  —  53
rd

 Annual SAIT 

November 10
th  

— November Bi-Monthly Medal 

November 17
th  

— Turkey Shoot 
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Q:  Why are there so many tournaments?  Why aren’t there more tournaments? 

A: The Board gets asked both of these questions a lot. Some members believe that 
RHGC has too many tournaments while others would be happy if there was a 
tournament each weekend. The Board does its best to balance out the number of 
tournaments on weekends with the amount of free play. Out of the 104 weekend 
days in 2018, only 22 days were blocked off for tournaments.  

Q: Why does the Board allow unsanctioned leagues? 

A: As the word implies, these leagues are “unsanctioned” by the Board and therefore 
the Board has no authority over them. Basically, all these leagues are is a bunch 
of people that like to golf together each week at the same time. They book tee-
times on ForeTees just like everyone else does. This is no different than if 4 
friends play golf every Sunday at 6:00pm.  

If you would like Carl to answer a question, please email a Board member and they 
will make sure Carl gets it. Which is nice. 

The 2018 Tournament Calendar 
is available on the RHGC’s 
website.  

Turkey Shoot 

This year’s annual Turkey Shoot 
event will by held on November 
17th. Format is modified Par 3, 
where every hole is a Par 3. Adults: 
Natural Birdie gets a bird. Juniors: 
Natural Par gets a gift voucher to 
Johnny Rockets (or similar). Maxi-
mum one turkey/voucher will be 
awarded per player. Turkeys are 
being arranged for pick up after the 
round on Saturday at the Club-
house. Registration is now open via 
Tournament Manager. 

http://rhgc-rollinghillsgolfclub1.golfgenius.com/ggid/84bh53/directory
http://rhgc-rollinghillsgolfclub1.golfgenius.com/ggid/84bh53/directory
http://www.arabiangolf.net/node/40
http://rhgc-rollinghillsgolfclub1.golfgenius.com/ggid/84bh53/directory
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Club Championship Results 

 

               Men’s Club Champion            Ladies’ Club Champion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Carter Bradford                          Soonhae Kim 

Flight Winners 

       Ladies’ Flight                      A Flight                             B Flight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Rodziah Daud            Fahad Al-Mansour        Mohdghazali Abdkarim 

           C Flight                             D Flight                            E Flight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Felix Omokaro                Patrick Antony                    James Kieyah 
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Membership Drive 

Rolling Hills Golf Club will be holding its 2019 Membership drive for early membership re-
newals and new membership registration at the Clubhouse on the following dates from 
10.00 am – 2.00 pm: 

 Friday November 23 
 Saturday November 24 
 Friday November 30 
 Saturday December 1 
 

On the above dates, you will be able to complete your RHGC membership and submit the 
Green Fees form to Recreation for salary deduction all at the same time. 

Earlier this month, the proposed 2019 budget was reviewed by the Board of Directors. The 
recent introduction of the VAT and the increase in tariffs had a significant impact on the 
2018 operating costs and needed to be factored into the next budgetary cycle. In order for 
our members to benefit from the same quality of service and products, the Board has decid-
ed to increase the membership’s dues, which have remained the same for the past 5 years. 
Single, family, and cart sheds fees will see a slight increase. There will be no increase to 
the junior and retiree memberships. Additionally, after months of negotiation with Recrea-
tion, the Board is pleased to announce that, soon, members will no longer be charged for 
driving range balls. This will be a new benefit to all members.  

The new membership dues and cart shed fee for 2019 are established as follows: 

 Single: SAR 1,000 
 Family: SAR 1,300 
 Junior: SAR 250 
 Retiree: SAR 800 
 Cart Shed Fee: SAR 750 
 

Should you have any questions regarding the above change please contact Ed Devlin di-
rectly.   

You will be receiving an e-mail notification from the RHGC Membership Directors in early 
November with the appropriate Pre-filled Membership and Cart Shed Forms (if applicable), 
together with the Green Fees Form. 

Please note that all RHGC Membership Dues and Cart Shed Fees MUST BE PAID IN 
CASH on the day of the membership drive.  If you miss the Annual Membership Drive, 
you can still go to the RHGC Pro-Shop to register or renew your membership.  Also, you 
will be able to submit your completed Green Fees Form and salary deduction to Recreation 
at the Starter. 

Remember, if you own a cart shed -  membership / cart shed / green fees MUST BE PAID 

BY JANUARY 31, 2019 

mailto:EDWARD.DEVLIN@ARAMCO.COM?subject=Membership%20Drive
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2019 RHGC Elections  

Nominations are requested from active members for the Rolling Hills Golf Club Board positions 
of: 

 Vice-President, 

 Tournament Director  

All nominations must be submitted to the Nominating Committee Jim Platt 
(james.platt@aramco.com) or Paul Titley (paul.titley@aramco.com) on or before 4:00 pm on 
Thursday, November 8

th
, 2018. All nominee names and their bios and photographs will be 

posted on the http://www.arabiangolf.net website as they are received. (Find them on the 
main menu bar). 

Please do not nominate anyone without asking their permission to do so. Only members 
in good standing may submit nominations and all nominees must meet the following require-
ments: 

 An active primary member of Rolling Hills Golf Club and a regular Saudi Aramco employee 

 Nominated by an active member of Rolling Hills Golf Club 

 Able to serve for 2 year term starting January 1, 2019. Board meetings generally occur 

on the 2
nd

 Sunday of each month 

 Willing to attend major Club events as well as spend personal time planning and organizing 

Club events 

 Willing to uphold the RHGC Constitution & Bylaws 

 
All nominees will be contacted by a member of the Nominating Committee and anyone 
wishing to withdraw his or her nomination may do so prior to time when the election ballot is 
completed i.e. prior to November 15

th
, 2018 

 

Timeline for the elections: 

Thursday, November 8
th

, at 4:00 pm – Deadline for receipt of all nominations 

Thursday, November 15
th

, at 4:00 pm – Deadline for receipt of all nominee bios 

(inclusive of photographs) 

Sunday, November 18
th

, Voting begins 

 

Note:  Elections may start earlier if all nominee information is received prior to November 18th 

Thursday, November 29
th

, at 4:00 pm – Voting ends 

Sunday December 9
th

 - Election results announced at RHGC AGM 

Sunday, December 16
th

, at 4:00 pm – deadline for receipt of votes if run off is required 

mailto:james.platt@aramco.com
paul.titley@aramco.com
http://www.arabiangolf.net
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2019 RHGC Elections Continued 

Incentives for 2019 RHGC Board participation: 

 
To encourage more active participation in the operation of the club the following incentives 

have been approved for active Board members for 2019. 

10 day advance tee time booking 

Advanced table selection for the annual Golf Ball 

10% Pro-shop Discount 
 

 

Recreation Manual Rules that impact our election. 

 
Section 4.3 A spouse may not succeed his/her spouse as one of the group’s primary 

board members. Husbands and wives cannot serve on the board of a Self-Directed 
Group in any two separate board positions at the same time. 

 
Section 4.4 When currently holding an office in one group, an officer must be within three 

months of completing the term before placing his/her name in nomination for of-
fice in another Self- Directed Group. 

 
Section 4.5 Officers of Self-Directed Groups must be Saudi Aramco employees or their 

spouses, and must work or have a mailbox location within the area of the Self-
Directed Group main facility or meeting area. Officers of Quad-Area Organizations 
must work in the area of the Self-Directed Group main facility or meeting area. This 
qualification will not apply to coaches, officials or umpires. 

4.5.1 An individual can be an officer of only one Self-Directed Group at any time. 

4.5.2  No officer of a Self-Directed Group can become a coach/division coordina-
tor of that Self-Directed Group due to conflict of interest. 

 
 

Regards 

 
Jim Platt & Paul Titley 

The RHGC Nominating Committee 

 
Les Hertlein 

Chairman of the Nominating Committee 
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Junior Golf 

RHGC Junior Golf Event–November 24
th

, 2018 

Junior golfers of all skill levels are invited to participate in the October Junior Golf Event. Here is the schedule for the day: 

 

10:00 am —  Driving/Putting Range (warmups) 

10:30 am — Meeting in Clubhouse for pairings and rules 

10:40 am —  Competitive Group heads to #1 Tee 

11:00 am — Fun Groups head to course / back in Clubhouse by 1:00 

1:15 pm — Competitive Group back in the Clubhouse for lunch and prizes 

2:00 pm — Finish: Golfers are free to go 

 

              Fun Division  For younger and less experienced juniors that just want to have fun playing a few holes 

of golf on the course 

Competitive Division  For the older and more experienced juniors that want to test their golf skills on the 

course and compete for medals  

**Parents are welcome to come along and watch their children play. We are also seeking volunteers to marshal the younger 

golfers as they play.   

 

   Who Can Play?  

RHGC Club members ages 8-17 years old or those who have or are currently taking lessons from Stuart Hurstfield 
(RHGC Golf Pro).  

   Greens Fees 

None - Free for all junior RHGC members! 

 75SR for non members  

   Equipment Needed 

Golf clubs, golf balls and tees. If needed, there will be a limited number of junior golf club sets available for use for 
free. 

   Sign-Up 

Sign up for the June Golf Event is currently available on the ForeTees website, or via email if the player does not 
have a handicap. 

 

For more information ,or to volunteer as a marshal, please contact: 

Coby Long : 054 838 0576 or  

email at: cobylong@gmail.com 

 

http://web.foretees.com/v5/servlet/LoginPrompt?cn=rollinghillsgc
mailto:coby.long@aramco.com
mailto:cobylong@gmail.com
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Junior Golf Continued 

 

 

The October Junior Golf Tournament 
was held on October 6th.  Young golf-
ers gathered at the range to warm up 
and practice putts before heading out 
to the course.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of competitive golfers went off the 
back tees and the winner turned in a score 
of 44.  Congrats to Josh!  The other com-
petitive golfers, Justin and Mason, also 
turned in solid scores.   Two groups of golf-
ers played off the front in a fun format, 
learning rules and etiquette while hitting 
great shots and dropping long putts.   

 

 

 

 

 

We had wonderful parents supporting 
this event by accompanying the groups 
on the course.  
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USGA Tournament Management 

RHGC has started using USGA Tournament Management for all of its events. No longer do 
you browse and register for events on ForeTees—it is all done through the RHGC Tourna-
ment Management portal. If you are not sure how to access the RHGC Tournament Manage-
ment portal, an easy way is through the RHGC Website; a menu item has been placed on 
the main menu bar to help direct members to the portal.  

 

 

The mobile USGA Tournament Management app does not allow you to register for events. 
However, it is great for keeping score during events and keeping track of the Leaderboard. 
The USGA Tournament Management app is available both in the Apple IOS App store and in 
Google Play.  

http://www.arabiangolf.net/node/370
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Grounds and Rules 

Adopt a Hole 

Have you ever thought, “With just a little bit of love RHGC could even be more amaz-
ing”?  Well, we would like to set up an “Adopt-A-Golf Hole” program.  We envision a 
few members getting together and spending at least 30 minutes a week making sure 
there are no issues with their adopted golf hole.  Issues can be litter, movable obstruc-
tions, beautification, maintenance, and pretty much anything that you think would im-
prove your hole.  New ideas will certainly be encouraged.                                            

If you have an interest send me email and I will set up a meeting down the road. 

troy.thompson@aramco.com 

Troy 

From the Proshop 

Check out the cool selection of hats 
that are now in the Proshop. Protect 
your head from the sun.  Prices start-
ing at 70 SAR.  

The Proshop will be having a Year 
End Clearance Sale in the Clubhouse 
during the Membership Drives. All 
Clearance items to be available at 
greatly reduced prices. See below for 
times. 

Date Time 

23-Nov 8:00 - 15:00 

24-Nov 8:00 - 15:00 

30-Nov 8:00 - 15:00 

1-Dec 8:00 - 15:00 

mailto:troy.thompson@aramco.com?subject=Adopt%20a%20Hole
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Rule Changes 

There are a lot of rule changes coming in 2019.  There is a great video on YouTube that 
explains the 20 most important changes. Below is a summary of the main changes. 

Category  Sub-category  Topic Description of change  

Ball at rest  Ball moved  Player accidentally moves his or her 
ball during search  

New rule: No penalty.  

Current rule: 1-stroke penalty.  

 Ball moved  Player accidentally moves his or her 
ball or ball-marker on the putting green  

New rule: No penalty.  

Current rule: 1-stroke penalty (with excep-
tions).  

 Ball moved  Standard for deciding whether the 
player caused his or her ball to move  

New rule: The player will be found to be 
the cause only when it is known or vir-
tually certain (meaning at least 95%) to 

be the case.  

Current rule: Weight of the evidence/more 
likely than not.  

 Ball replaced How to replace a ball lying off the put-
ting green when it moves and its exact 
original spot isn’t known  

New rule: Replace the ball on its esti-
mated spot; if that spot was on, under 
or against attached natural objects, re-
place the ball on that spot on, under or 

against those objects.  

Current rule: Drop the ball as near as pos-
sible to the estimated spot.  

Ball in motion  Accidental Deflec-
tion 

Player’s ball in motion accidentally hits 
the player, his or her caddie, the per-
son attending the flagstick or the at-
tended or removed flagstick  

New rule: No penalty.  

Current rule: 1-stroke penalty (expect it is a 
2-stroke penalty when the accidental de-
flection relates to the flagstick or the at-
tendant).  

 Double hit  Player accidentally hits the ball more 
than one during a stroke.  

New rule: No penalty.  

Current rule: 1-stroke penalty.  

Taking relief  Dropping Proce-
dure 

Where a ball must be dropped  New rule: Drop in a defined relief area.  

Current rule: Sometimes the drop is in a 
specified area, sometimes it is on or as 
near as possible to a spot or a line.  

 Dropping Proce-
dure 

Where a dropped ball must come to 
rest  

New rule: The ball must come to rest in 
the relief area where it was dropped. If 
the ball comes to rest outside of the 
relief area, the player will drop a second 
time in the relief area. If the ball again 
comes to rest outside the relief area, 
the player will place it where the ball 
first touched the ground on the second 

drop.  

Current rule: The ball must be re-dropped 
if it rolls to any of the nine specified areas 
(Rule 20-2c), such as rolling more than 2 
club-lengths from where the dropped ball 
struck the ground.  

https://youtu.be/chPOtfLUHC0
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Rule Changes continued 

Category  Sub-category  Topic Description of change  

Taking relief 
con’t 

Dropping Proce-
dure 

Measuring the size of the relief area 
where a ball must be dropped and 
played  

New rule: The relief area is measured by 
measuring 1 or 2 club lengths (which is 
defined as the longest club the player 
has during the round, other than a put-

ter).  

Current rule: Measured by using 1 or 2 
club-lengths (with any club the player se-
lects).  

 Dropping Proce-
dure 

How to drop a ball  New rule: The ball must be dropped 
straight down from knee height (the 
height of the player’s knee when in a 

standing position).  

Current rule: Stand erect, hold the ball at 
shoulder height and arm’s length.  

 Lost ball Time allowed for a ball search  New rule: A ball is lost if not found in 

three minutes.  

Current rule: A ball is lost if not found in 
five minutes.  

 Substituting ball Substituting ball when taking relief  New rule: A player may always substi-

tute a ball when taking relief.  

Current rule: The player must use the origi-
nal ball when taking free relief (with excep-
tions); a substituted ball is allowed only 
when taking penalty relief.  

 Embedded ball Taking relief for a ball embedded in its 
own pitch-mark  

New rule: A player may take relief with-
out penalty for an embedded ball any-
where in the “general area”  (new term 
for “through the green”), unless a Local 
Rule has been adopted restricting relief 
only to areas cut to fairway height or 
less. The general area is the new term 

for “through the green”.  

Current rule: Relief is allowed only in areas 
cut to fairway height or less, unless a Local 
Rule has been adopted allowing relief any-
where (except in sand) through the green.  

Areas of the 
course 

Putting green Replacing a ball on the putting green 
when it moves from its spot after it 
already had been lifted and replaced  

New rule: The ball must always be re-
placed on its original spot, even if it 
was blown by the wind or moved for no 

clear reason.  

Current rule: The ball is replaced only if a 
player or outside agency caused it to 
move; otherwise, the ball is played from its 
new location.  
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Rule Changes continued 

Category  Sub-category  Topic Description of change  

Areas of the 
course con’t 

Putting green Repairing damage on the putting green  New rule: A player may repair almost any 
damage (including spike marks and ani-
mal damage but not including natural 

imperfections) on the putting green.  

Current rule: A player may only repair ball-
marks or old hole plugs on the putting green.  

 Putting green Player touches the line of putt or touch-
es the putting green in pointing out a 
target  

New rule: No penalty, so long as doing so 
does not improve the conditions for the 

player’s stroke.  

Current rule: Loss of hole/2-stroke penalty 
(with exceptions).  

 Putting green Putting with an unattended flagstick left 
in the hole  

New rule: No penalty if a ball played from 
the putting green (or anywhere else) hits 

the unattended flagstick in hole.  

Current rule: Loss of hole/2-stroke penalty if 
the ball is played from the putting green and 
hits the unattended flagstick in hole.  

 Penalty areas  Areas the Committee may mark as a 
penalty area (where relief with 1- stroke 
penalty is allowed)  

New rule: Red- and yellow-marked 
“penalty areas” may now cover areas of 
desert, jungle, lava rock, etc, in addition 

to areas of water.  

Current rule: The Committee may only mark 
an area of water as a “water hazard”.  

 Penalty areas  Player moves loose impediments, touch-
es the ground with hand or club or 
grounds the club in a penalty area when 
the ball is in the penalty area  

New rule: No penalty.  

Current rule: Loss of hole/2-stroke penalty 
(with exceptions).  

 Penalty areas  Expanded use of red-marked penalty 
areas  

New rule: Committees are given the dis-
cretion to mark all penalty areas as red so 
that lateral relief is always allowed (but 
they may still mark penalty areas as yel-

low where they consider it appropriate).  

Current rule: All water hazards should be 
marked yellow, except where their location 
on the course makes it impossible or unrea-
sonable to drop behind the hazard; only 
when this is the case may these water haz-
ards be marked red as lateral water hazards.  

 Penalty areas  Elimination of the opposite side relief 
option for red penalty areas  

 

New rule: A player is no longer allowed to 
take relief from a red penalty area on the 
opposite side from where the ball last 
entered that penalty area, unless the 
Committee adopts a Local Rule allowing 

it.  

Current rule: A player is always allowed to 
take relief from the opposite side of a red-
marked lateral water hazard.  
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Rule Changes continued 

Category  Sub-category  Topic Description of change  

Areas of the 
course con’t 

Bunkers Player moves or touches a loose im-
pediment in a bunker when the ball is 
in the bunker  

New rule: No penalty.  

Current rule: Loss of hole/2-stroke penalty 
(with exceptions).  

 

 Bunkers Player touches sand in a bunker with 
his or her hand or a club when the ball 
is in the bunker  

New rule: No penalty except when a 
player touches sand (1) with his or her 
hand or club to test the conditions of 
the bunker,  (2) in making a practice 
swing, (3) with the club in the area right 
behind or in front of the ball or (4) in 

making the backswing for the stroke.  

Current rule: Any touching of sand with 
hand or club results in loss of hole/2-stroke 
penalty (with exceptions).  

 Bunkers Unplayable ball relief options  New rule: A player may take relief out-
side the bunker back on the line from 
the hole through where ball was at rest 

for 2 penalty strokes.  

Current rule: No relief outside the bunker 
(other than in playing from where the play-
er’s last stroke was made).  

Equipment Damaged clubs  Use of clubs damaged during round  New rule: A player may keep using any 
damaged club, no matter the nature or 
cause of the damage, even if the player 

damaged it in anger.  

Current rule: A player may use the dam-
aged club only if it was damaged in the 

 Damaged clubs  Adding clubs to replace a club dam-
aged during round  

New rule: A player may not replace a 
damaged club, unless the player was 

not responsible for the damage.  

Current rule: A player may replace a dam-
aged club if it is  “unfit for play” and was 
damaged in the “normal course of play.”  

 Other Equipment Use of distance-measuring devices 
(DMDs)  

New rule: The use of DMDs is allowed, 
unless a Local Rule has been adopted 

prohibiting their use.  

Current rule: DMD use is prohibited, unless 
a Local Rule has been adopted allowing 
their use.  
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Rule Changes continued 

Category  Sub-category  Topic Description of change  

Playing a ball  Advice and help  Caddie standing behind a player to 
help with that player’s alignment  

New rule: A caddie is not allowed to 
deliberately stand on or close to the 
extended line of play behind  a player 
while the player is taking his or her 

stance until the stroke is made.  

Current rule: A caddie is allowed to stand 
on a line behind a player while the player is 
taking a stance and preparing to play, but 
must not stand there while the player 
makes the stroke.  

 Advice and help  Caddie lifts and replaces the player’s 
ball on the putting green  

New rule: A caddie may lift and replace 
the player’s ball on the putting green 
without the player’s specific authoriza-

tion to do so.  

Current rule: 1-stroke penalty if done with-
out the player’s specific authorization.  

When to play 
during a round  

Pace of play  Recommendations on how to play 
promptly  

New rule: Recommends that players 
make each stroke in no more than 40 

seconds, and usually in less time.  

Current rule: No recommendations are 
given.  

 Pace of play  Playing out of turn in stroke play  New rule: No penalty (as today), and 
“ready golf” is encouraged when it can 

be done in a safe and responsible way.  

Current rule: No penalty, but the current 
Rule is written in a way that may imply that 
playing out of turn is wrong or is not al-

 Pace of play  Other changes to help pace of play  Other new rules: Reduced time for 
search, allowing more areas to be 
marked as penalty areas, expanded use 
of red penalty areas, the simplified 
dropping procedure and allowing a 
player to putt with the flagstick in the 

hole.  

 Pace of play  New alternative form of stroke play  New rule: A new “Maximum Score” 
form of stroke play is recognized, where 
a player’s score for a hole is capped at 
a maximum score (such as two times 
par, a fixed number or net double bo-

gey) that is set by the Committee.  

Current rule: In standard individual stroke 
play, players must hole out at every hole; 
the only recognized alternative forms of 
stroke play where holing out is not required 
are Stableford, Par and Bogey.  
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Rule Changes continued 

Category  Sub-category  Topic Description of change  

Player behavior  Standards of con-
duct 

Playing in the spirit of the game  New rule: Explains and reinforces the 
high standards of conduct expected 
from players and gives  Committees the 
discretion to disqualify players for seri-

ous misconduct.  

Current rule: The Rules set out no stand-
ards of conduct, except indirectly in giving 
Committees discretion to disqualify players 
for a serious breach of etiquette.  

 Standards of con-
duct 

Code of player conduct  New rule: Committees are given author-
ity to adopt their own code of player 
conduct and to set penalties for the 

breach of the standards in that code.  

Current rule: Committees may disqualify 
players for a serious breach of etiquette, 
but are not allowed to impose lesser penal-
ties such as a 1-stroke penalty or a loss of 
hole/2-stroke penalty.  

 Integrity Eliminating announcement require-
ments before lifting a ball under certain 
Rules  

New rule: When a player has good rea-
son to mark and lift a ball to identify it, 
check for damage or see if it lies in a 
condition where relief is allowed (such 
as to see whether it is embedded), the 
player is no longer required first to an-
nounce to another player or his or her 
marker the intent to do so or to give 
that person an opportunity to observe 

the process.  

Current rule: Before lifting in these cases, 
the player must announce to another play-
er or the marker that he or she is doing so 
and allow that person to observe the pro-
cess.  

 Integrity Player’s reasonable judgment in esti-
mating and measuring under a Rule  

New rule: When determining a spot, 
point, line, area or other location under 
a Rule, a player’s reasonable judgment 
will not be second-guessed based on 
later evidence (such as video review) if 
the player did all that could be reasona-
bly expected under the circumstances 
to make an accurate estimation or 

measurement.  

Current rule: A player’s judgment is given 
no particular weight or deference; the 
Committee decides any issue about the 
accuracy of the estimation or measure-
ment based on a review of all facts.  
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